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Introduction
The History of Joyce Green Hospital,
Dartford’s River Hospitals and their Cemetery

In the Spring of 2006 a local resident asked me to take a look over her back fence. What | saw
horrified me. Fly tipping as far as the eye could see and which had obviously being going on for many
years. In some places it was 6ft high. As nature would have it a new woodland had grown up through
the rubbish and was flourishing alongside the historic trees that had been planted around the
perimeter. The yews that had once lined the tidy Victorian footpaths were now straggly and struggling
to thrive.

The lady asked me if | could look into who owned the land — and so began a long journey. It
transpired that this plot of land was once the cemetery for the old Joyce Green Hospital — the hospital
was closed, these grounds had been fenced off and the cemetery had not been used for many years.
| tracked down the owner, The Department of Health, who fortunately suggested that they could ‘sell’
the land to me for £1 — stage two of the journey. At the time | was working as a Community
Development Officer for three housing associations who had properties on the surrounding Temple
Hill Estate. Did they want the land - might the Council be interested or even the Woodland Trust? For
many different reasons the answer was “no”. Whilst looking for an organisation to take on the
ownership | started to dig deeper into the land’s history and this background document was formed as
an answer to the many questions that we had.

The Temple Hill Forum, wonderfully, took up the challenge and became legal owners of the
Cemetery in 2009, with me as their Project Manager. Many organisations have given assistance,
both financial and with personnel for the clean-up of the land. Thousands of hours of volunteers’ time
has gone into that clearance and now the Trust owns a beautiful, peaceful green space — clear of all
rubbish (well, perhaps not entirely clear — we do keep finding just a little bit more) that is open to the
public as a community woodland.

Throughout the journey people have given me snippets of information, photographs and tantalising
glimpses into not only the cemetery but also the hospitals it served and, before that, the hospital ships
that gave care to Londoners, far from home, suffering from that most horrendous of diseases,
smallpox.

Debbie Fryer
February 2015
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Joyce Green Hospital: The Beginning

It all starts with something so small you need a microscope to even see it. Tiny organisms - a deadly
virus, variola major, more commonly known as smallpox, a highly contagious and often fatal disease
with no cure. The first credible evidence of the existence of smallpox can be found in Egyptian

Mummies dating back 3000 years but it is believed that this germ has been around since 10 000 BC.

Killing nearly 400 000 people per year at the close of the 18th Century, smallpox had returned with a
vengeance and, by 1882, Victorian England was in the midst of a deadly epidemic. Before this virus
was classified as eradicated in 1979 it would be responsible for the deaths of an estimated 300-500
million people.

In 1881 a Royal Commission to study the subject of infectious diseases was convened after local
residents in Fulham applied for an injunction to prevent smallpox cases being placed at the Fulham
Hospital. In 1882 the published report confirmed a higher risk of infection to those closest to a hospital
treating infectious diseases. It was recommended that all future cases be treated in isolated hospitals
on the banks of the river Thames or in floating hospitals upon the River and convalescent hospitals
were to be established in the country with a centralised ambulance service being founded. And so
begins our story:

The Ambulance Ships

Throughout 1884/1885 architects were hard at work designing wharves at Fulham, Poplar and
Rotherhithe. Ambulance steamers were built and a series of floating and riverside hospitals were
established to cope with the impending patients. By 1886, the Metropolitan Asylums Board (MAB) had
decided that hospitals within urban areas would no longer receive smallpox cases.

-

PS Castalia, originally a twin-hulled paddle steamer built in
1874, was converted to a hospital ship in 1883.
(Note some websites specify that this picture is taken on the ship The Atlas)



To accommodate this new edict the Navy vessels HMS Endymion, HMS Atlas and a former passenger
ferry, Castalia, were converted to accommodate 350 smallpox patients and were located at Long
Reach on the River Thames near Dartford. They were moored in a line 150 yards from the bank and
linked together by communicating bridges.

The Endymion, a vessel purchased solely for administration, provided accommodation for the staff
serving on the ships, as well as kitchen and laundry facilities and provided heating for all the ships.

The Atlas accommodated the male patients as well as containing the dispensary and quarters for the
medical staff.

The Castalia accommodated the female patients.

Before leaving the ships, staff had to undertake a thorough bathing, wash their hair, and change into a
set of clothing kept separately from their hospital clothing. Regardless of the new stringent rules,
locals still viewed these hospitals with concern. Due to a death of a local resident, who came into
contact with a crew member at a local dance, the MAB introduced a policy that all supplies for the
hospital ships were to be delivered by ambulance steamers from London, rather than coming by rail or
being purchased locally.

However, the Ambulance Ships proved increasingly unsatisfactory, unsuitable and potentially quite
hazardous. High maintenance costs, fires, bad weather, potential collisions with other vessels,
difficulties in preventing delirious smallpox patients from throwing themselves overboard and an
increase in cases forced the MAB to find an alternative solution. The MAB decided to replace the
ships with a permanent ‘River Hospital’ at Long Reach. And so, after years of dedicated service to
healing, The Endymion and Castalia were closed in 1902 and sold for scrap in 1905.

After conversion — The Castalia
With the stern of the Endymion on the left.
The ship was in service at Long Reach until 1902.

Joyce Green, Gore Farm, Long Reach and Orchard Hospitals

Commissioned by the Metropolitan Asylums Board, building began for the new Joyce Green Hospital
in 1901, opening on the 28" December, 1903. Together with the nearby Gore Farm Hospital, which
had been used for recovering patients since 1890, the MAB would have nearly 4000 beds available for
smallpox cases. However, in the autumn of 1901, just after construction of the Joyce Green had
begun, London suffered a severe outbreak of variola. With the new hospital still in construction and
unable to take in patients, two temporary specialist hospitals were erected in the vicinity:

The Long Reach, which opened in February 1902 with 300 beds, was located on an area
immediately to the east of the Long Reach Pier buildings.

The Orchard, opened later in 1902 with 800 beds, was situated to the north-west of the Joyce Green
site. At the south-east of the site were stables and a coach house.



Once the policy of riverside hospitals was adopted, with their health and safety tantamount to
guarantine measures, there was no longer a high risk of infection to the nearby neighbours of
London based hospitals.

Joyce Green Hospital — 1905 — with the corner of the Cemetery at bottom right



Joyce Green Tramway

Joyce Green’s unique ambulance-tramway, initially horse drawn, connected all the hospitals together
and so allowed a safe, secure means to transport patients and supplies to and between the various
hospitals. The track, at its longest run, extended 3.4 miles. The original second-hand converted
vehicles were replaced in 1908 with purpose built ambulance trams. The tramway continued in use
until around 1936.

The drawing above shows the completed Joyce Green Hospital and Long Reach.
The red lines indicate the tramway - parts of which are still in existence today as a cobbled path

Transport to the River Hospitals

Initially, horse drawn carriages were converted into covered wagons but the 18 mile journey from
London took its toll on the patients. A river ambulance was set up to supply the River Hospitals with
patients and goods. With the steady decline of smallpox, the service was reorganised in 1913. The
North Wharf at Rotherhithe became the sole departure point for the smallpox ships, with the South
Wharf at Blackwall accepting only general fever cases.

The MAB was abolished in 1930 and its functions passed to the London County Council. By this time,
road ambulances were carrying most of the sick and their visitors out to the hospitals and the river
service was rarely used.

Although some ships had been maintained in case of an epidemic, the service was closed in May
1930. The pier was demolished in 1936.



The Decline of Smallpox and the Changing Role of Joyce Green Hospital

In 1798 Edward Jenner, a physician and scientist, completed his research into the smallpox
vaccination. He had noted years before that the milkmaids who contracted cowpox, a disease very
similar to smallpox but less virulent, were later immune to smallpox or showed reduced symptoms
upon contraction. On 14 May 1796, Jenner tested his theory on the son of a local gardener. When
smallpox was introduced into his system he showed no symptoms at all, thus the vaccine was
discovered. However, it wasn’t until 1853 that the Vaccination Act was brought in enforcing
compulsory infant vaccination and, although it wasn’t enough to prevent further outbreaks, it did
highlight the effectiveness of this preventative approach in combating diseases. This discovery
became so important that in 1881 Louie Pasteur proposed to honour Edward Jenner by widening the
meaning of the word vaccination, originally only used to denote variolae vaccinae or cowpox, to cover
all new protective inoculations being introduced.

By the early 1900’s, though the number of smallpox cases were diminishing, the River Hospitals still
treated approximately 13 500 patients with the disease. Due to this decline there was no longer a
need for three hospitals to treat smallpox, so the decision was taken to leave the Long Reach and
Orchard hospitals as they were and convert Joyce Green into an infectious disease hospital treating
all other infectious cases. Diphtheria and scarlet fever patients were admitted from 1907, and later
measles and whooping-cough patients. However, the outbreak of war in 1914 brought about changes
in the use of the hospitals.

On the 28th June 1914, the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria, heir to the throne of
Austria-Hungary, by Yugoslav nationalist Gavrilo Princip in Sarajevo triggered a diplomatic crisis that
lead to World War 1. What became known as The War to End All Wars, killed nine million combatants
with seven million civilian casualties.

Dartford’s River Hospitals played their part with Parliament taking possession of The Orchard at
Long Reach on 24™ May 1915 to accommodate the increasing numbers of sick and wounded
soldiers. 1915 also saw the old Gore Hospital, now known as the Southern, caring for Allies in their
upper sections and German prisoners of war in the lower levels. The Upper Southern became home
to many American soldiers, eventually being handed over to the US Military in 1918 to treat their
servicemen with the Orchard became exclusively occupied by Australians. In a bid to increase the
Allies morale local people arranged special entertainments and treats, welcoming the soldiers into
their homes with some even finding love.

In June 1918, five months before the official end of WW1 on 11th November, Joyce Green housed
1140 refugees from Russia after they came into contact with smallpox. Joyce Green remained in
operation but the Long Reach was downgraded to be maintained in a condition of instant readiness,
with a skeleton staff at all times. In 1926 Joyce Green received electricity and the Long Reach
buildings were replaced with permanent structures. With smallpox in decline the Long Reach Hospital
was the only hospital treating any further smallpox cases that is until 1928 when an outbreak of the far
milder variola minor virus caused Joyce Green to be recalled to service. This continued until 1934 with
the majority of sufferers being unvaccinated children.

In 1930 a major change was being undertaken in London. The MAB was to be disbanded and control
of Joyce Green passed to the newly formed London County Council but this was not to be the greatest

or most significant change to the hospital. On the 1% September 1939 it was again called into service,
as part of the Emergency Medical Scheme, to treat wounded soldiers following the start of World War
Il. No longer needed as an infectious disease centre it was upgraded to a general hospital with an
increase of beds from 986 to over 1500 with specialist units built, including three x-ray units. Between
1944 and 1946, part of the site became a Dutch military hospital. Sadly, most of the buildings that
formed The Orchard were destroyed by fire, those that survived were converted to agricultural use. By
1945, at the close of the war, the total number of beds had fallen to 428.



Patients

1922 saw a minor outbreak of smallpox centralised in the Poplar area of London. The outbreak took
the lives of 107 Joyce Green Hospital patients and of those at least two were transferred from the
Poplar Institute Workhouse. James McNamara, an inmate, aged 73 who was recorded in the 1911
Census as being single and a labourer, and Ethel Clara Chapman, a nurse at the Poplar Institute.

Ethel Clara Chapman and James McNarmara

Ethel Clara Chapman was born in West Ham in 1888, the daughter of Frederick and Alice
Chapman. By the age of 24 she was working as a nurse at the Poplar Institute, a workhouse in the
East End of London.

T & (c) www.workhouses.org.uk u
Nurses at the Poplar Institute Workhouse — circa 1902

Ethel’s grave, number 215, sits beside that of James McNamara, for whom she may well have been
caring. She was buried just one day after him on 11th November, 1922.

Headstone of Ethel Clara Chapman — Aged 24

By the year 2000 Ethel Chapman’s grave, headstone and kerbstones was the only remaining grave to
be seen at the Joyce Green Hospital Cemetery.



Australian Serviceman Private Alfred Thomas Baldock

Private Alfred Thomas Baldock

Photograph, Western Australian Museum Collection
donor - Elaine Freeman

H1999.210

Alfred was a 22 year old miner from Boulder, Australia. He enlisted on 17" February 1916 in the 51
Infantry Battalion before being transferred to the 44! th Battalion upon arrival in England. He
pr?ceeded to France where he was transferred briefly to the Army Service Corp, before re-joining the
44" in January 1917.

He served alongside Bob Gay also of the 44 in and out of the front line until the Battle of Messines

in Belgium. He received ‘multiple gunshot wounds’ on 9" June 1917 in the same attack in which Bob
Gay was wounded.

He was hospitalised in England at Dartford, Weymouth and Middlesex War Hospitals before being
repatriated to Australia, arriving on 23 December 1917. He was discharged from the Army on the 21st
June 1918.

End to an Era

In 1948 Joyce Green joined the newly inaugurated National Health Service, run by the South East
Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board and Dartford Hospital Management Committee. Following a
storm surge which nearly flooded the site on 31 tJanuary 1953 the hospital became a training unit
for fever nurses, due to the facilities that existed there.



In 1973 The Long Reach site treated its final patients as the site had been acquired to facilitate the
construction of the Thames Flood Barrier and was demolished in 1975.

From 1974 Joyce Green was run by the South East Thames Regional Health Authority and the
Dartford and Gravesham District Health Authority. Joyce Green covered accident and emergency,
general surgery, orthopaedics, paediatrics, haematology, general medicine, care of the elderly and
postgraduate medical training.

In September 2000 the new Darent Valley Hospital opened replacing the majority of Joyce Green,
West Hill and Gravesend Hospital services.

Joyce Green

Hospital Grounds
and The Bridge - a

new community

The closure of Joyce
Green Hospital paved the
way for a new phase in
this land’s history. In 2001
Econ Construction, on
behalf of their client,
Carillion Special Projects,
were contracted to
demolish the redundant
hospital buildings readying
the site for the prospective
new build of 1500 new
homes and services. Today
the 264 acre site

Joyce Green Hospital Grounds - circa 1955

has been transformed by new housing, leisure and community spaces, business accommodation and
a learning community campus which incorporates The Bridge Primary School.

McAlpine Plc were tasked to level the site and lay services ready
for the building works and

were required to fence off specialist trees and shrubs in an

effort to preserve Joyce Green’s environmental heritage.

The grounds of Joyce Green had undergone an intensive
programme of shrub and tree planting between 1919 and 1935.
Landscape firm, Messrs H.E. Milner embellished the green
spaces with a wide range of plants overseen by Joyce Green’s
Kew trained head gardener. The much prized grounds had been
the centre of plant propagation for other Metropolitan Asylums
Boards institutions. Unfortunately many trees were lost in the
hurricane of 1987.

The new Waterside complex beside the lake
at The Bridge - built by Persimmon Homes in 2014




Joyce Green Cemetery

Joyce Green Cemetery is consecrated land, the records for which are held at the Rochester Diocesan
Office and 1039 bodies are in just 292 graves.

A major outbreak of smallpox struck London early in 1902 with the River Hospitals being used to their
fullest. Between 14th February 1902 and 31st December 1902 there were 802 recorded burials at
Joyce Green Cemetery, for which 20 grave diggers were employed. During this period one grave was
dug each day with up to 14 people being buried in just one grave. The bodies were buried in a sack
and stuffed with straw and charcoal in order to absorb the bodily fluids. It is thought that the wooden
coffins were re-used.

Records show that throughout the whole period of burials within Joyce Green approximately half
were children under 14 years of age.

An extension of the cobbled path ran from Joyce Green Hospital to the cemetery forming part of
Marsh Street on the northern side. The path was used to transport the dead for burial at the Cemetery
and for visitors coming from Dartford, via Joyce Green Lane.

In 1994 University Way, the new northern by-pass for Dartford was built, cutting the Joyce Green
Hospital land in two and leaving a small portion of the cobbled path and the cemetery alone on the
southern side. University Way has since been renamed Bob Dunn Way in memory the MP for
Dartford in 2004. Small sections of cobbled path remain on the northern side with the best kept
portion to be seen on the southern side, from Cornwall Road to Joyce Green Lane - a small section
of which is now under the ownership of the Temple Hill Trust.

Through support from various companies on their
corporate responsibility days, and its dedicated
volunteers, the Trust endeavours to undertake clearance
and maintenance of the whole of the remaining cobbled
path on the south side of University Way, albeit the legal
owner has not yet been discovered.

Records indicate that there were 36 graves marked with
a headstone, two with additional kerbstones and nine
with simple crosses. The remainder were marked by a
metal spear with the grave number stamped on the
head. None of the grave markers are left standing
today, many have been buried by accumulated leaf litter
- those that have been found are preserved by the
Trust. Of all the other gravestones only one is left to be
seen today — that of Ethel Chapman. Records show that
there was one burial in 1936 and then the last five in
1951.

Cobbled path restoration project by the Temple Hill Trust
- 2014
Joyce Green Lane to Cornwall Road
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Grave marker 213 — marked the grave for James
McNamara, agecri1 73, who was buried at Joyce Green

Cemetery on 10" November, 1922,

Mr McNamara had been transferred to Joyce Green from the
Poplar Institute with Nurse Ethel Chapman

A plan of the graves and the cemetery register are held
at the London Metropolitan Archives in Northampton
Row, reference H48/B.08?001 (1902 — 1962).

A list of those buried within the Cemetery, their date of burial,
name, age and religion can be found on our website -
www.temple-hill.kent.sch.uk/joyce-green-hospital-cemetery/
by kind permission of the transcribers — The North West Kent
Family History Society.

First World War Servicemen buried at Joyce Green

Two Servicemen from the First World War are buried within the grounds. Their graves are no longer
marked although the Trust does have a hand drawn map (circa 1930) which shows the grave
positions. An approximate GPS position for the graves is thus:

Latitude 51 degrees 27 minutes 4.56 seconds North

Longitude 0 degrees 13 minutes 8.36 seconds East

Both gentlemen are also commemorated in the United Kingdom Screen Wall at Gravesend Cemetery.

Private Luke Ashmore, 8815, Reserve Battalion, Irish Guards, who died 3 September 1915, aged 26
years. Son of Mrs Florence Loftus of Knockbane House, Palatine, Carlow. Buried in Joyce Green
Cemetery, internment number 895, grave number 150, on 7 September 1915. His religion was Church

of England.

Air Mechanic 2nOI Class, Arthur George Squibbs, 327454, RAF, who died 26 April 1920
aged 18. Buried in Joyce Green Cemetery, Internment number 917, grave number 171, on 3
May 1920. His religion was Church of England.

For more information please visit the website of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission at
www.cwgc.org. or the website for the North West Kent Family History Society -

http://imww.nwkfhs.org.uk.
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The Cemetery’s New Owners

In 1977 the Department of Health offered to sell the Cemetery to Dartford Borough Council for use as
a cemetery still. The Council did not take up the offer. Ownership of the Cemetery now sits with the
Temple Hill Trust and was formally handed over in November 2009.

The Enchanted Woodland - A New Beginning

Full ownership of the Cemetery was passed to the Temple Hill Trust in November 2009, for a nominal
fee, from The Department of Health. However the Trust had been working on clearing the land of
extensive fly tipping for the three years leading up to the transfer. The Trust, run and managed by local
volunteers, had a vision to create a community green space within the heart of the Temple Hill Estate
that could be enjoyed by residents at all times. The Trust wished to maintain and enhance the flora
and fauna that had made the Cemetery their home at the same time as providing a green and pleasing
leisure space for all to use. They strive to protect and preserve the sites of the graves, and of the one
remaining grave to been seen, and conserve the adjoining historic cobbled path between Joyce Green
Lane and Cornwall Road.

Amphitheatre in bloom - Laburnum and Cow Parsley
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Now in 2015, 130 years after the first River ambulances were commandeered; 130 years after
smallpox necessitated the building of The River Hospitals, after two World Wars and many patients
there is very little left to show they were even there. Apart from photographs, Ethel’s grave and the
cobbled path you would be hard pressed to say this was even a cemetery.

The Temple Hill Trust ran a competition in the local primary school which provided the Cemetery with
its new name —

The Enchanted Woodland

Nature has reclaimed what was taken and returned it to
a peaceful place. You can still see the yews that once
formed neatly clipped hedges beside the formal
pathways and the woodland is studded with trees and
shrubs you would not expect to find in a native
woodland alongside the species that you would expect
— hawthorn, alder, ash, limes and splendid horse
chestnuts. The woodland boasts laburnum, lilac and
privet and, in the spring, is awash with violets and the
beautiful sound of the greater spotted woodpeckers
calling for a wife and creating a new home for this
seasons children!

This stunning carpet of violets throughout the
Woodland in spring offers a delightful sight and a subtle
fragrance

As the violets are not a native species it is thought
that they have spread from having once been placed on a
grave.

This document has been compiled by Debbie Fryer, CEO for the Temple Hill Trust.

With special thanks to Jacqueline-Ann Regan for editing and copyright compliance and
to Annabel McCaffrey for the second edit.

For further information please contact the website: www.temple-hill.kent.sch.uk/the-temple-hill-trust
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